


ORAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Dear

‘Making Community Oral Histories’: Oral History Society Annual Conference, London, 6-7 July 2007

We are writing to invite you to take part in an exciting conference which we are organising in July 2007, to be held at the London Metropolitan University.

Oral history has never been more popular and, following a successful joint conference in 2001, ‘Talking Community Histories’, the Oral History Society and London Metropolitan University are again collaborating to organise a two-day event to bring together people and projects from all over the UK. The aim is to provide both new and experienced oral and community historians with an opportunity to discuss issues which arise in running community-based oral history projects. 

The planned structure of the conference is for a blend of key reflective speakers and informal workshops around three broad conference themes:

· What community?  Exploring questions around what is a community and who defines it, how community oral histories are constructed, how collaboration works in practice, and how communities are reflected through the voices of individuals.

· Whose interview?  Looking at the interview relationship in the community context, including issues around ‘insider’ and ‘outsider’ interviewers, interviewing in community languages, and  inter-generational interviewing.

· Which audience?  Reflecting on who community oral history projects are for and what they achieve, how they are disseminated and received, and how audience responses are collected and evaluated.

We are inviting you to submit a proposal to take part in one of the discussion workshops by making a brief informal and illustrated presentation, of up to 20 minutes, about your work. This may be alongside another group or individual talking about similar work or raising similar issues. Each discussion workshop will be chaired by a facilitator.

Our plan is to encourage debate about some important current issues for oral history projects and at the same time cover some of the basics for those new to oral history. Having attended the conference we hope participants will be able to:

· recognise and celebrate best practice

· identify barriers to participation (physical, cultural, linguistic, gendered etc) for some groups and individuals

· understand how representation of different histories can best be achieved

· identify key aspects to sensitive interviewing

· recognise and deal with ethical issues as and when these arise

· access information and support, including appropriate training and funding
· plan ways to preserve or archive interview materials

· identify appropriate forms of dissemination of project outcomes

· begin to evaluate audience and stakeholder response
What next?
· If you’d like to propose a presentation of any kind we would be grateful if you would complete and return the attached form as soon as you can (and by 31 January 2007 at the very latest).

· If you’d like to attend the conference but not make a presentation please tick the box and return the form to receive further details once the preliminary programme has been finalised.
Please feel free to contact us if there’s anything you need to know. Once we have received all the proposals we will contact you again if your proposal has been accepted.
Apart from the main workshops there will also be a conference reception on the Friday evening and a guided walk of London’s East End on the Saturday followed by a conference curry in Brick Lane. As usual all conference contributors will need to register for the conference but we are aiming to keep fees as low as possible, with reductions for Oral History Society members. We can also offering reductions for groups and unwaged participants.

We hope that you share our enthusiasm for this important and inspiring event, the first for many years to bring community oral history projects together. We look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 

With best wishes

Making Community Oral Histories conference organisers:

Joanna Bornat, Cynthia Brown, Annette Day, John Gabriel, Jenny Harding, Rob Perks, Pam Schweitzer, Belinda Waterman (conference administrator)
Contact address: Belinda Waterman, Making Community Oral Histories, Department of History, University of Essex, Colchester CO4 3SQ                                          email: belinda@essex.ac.uk

